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Jan. 28, 1997
UM CELEBRATES 80TII FORESTERS’ BALL FEB. 7-8
MISSOULA Deans flinging cow chips, giant blue footprints and an 1860s logging town come to life are all
part of the rustic revelry planned at The University of Montana next week as the campus gears up for
the 80th annual Foresters’ Ball.
The ball, dubbed "80 Years of Swingin’ Skirts and Flannel Shirts," is set from 8 p.m . to 1
a.m . Friday and Saturday, Feb. 7-8, featuring live music and a village full of varied diversions.
But with this campus tradition, the preparations are as important -- and as high-spirited — as the big
event.
The first signs of the approaching ball will appear Sunday evening, Feb. 2, in the form of
giant blue footprints (rumored to belong to Paul Bunyan and Babe the Blue Ox) along the route from
the downtown Iron Horse Brew Pub to U M ’s Schreiber Gymnasium, traditional home of the
Foresters’ Ball.
Monday, Feb. 3, is Boondocker’s Day, a noontime celebration of woodsy feats that include a
traditional cow chip-tossing contest between the deans of the law and forestry schools and loggingskills competitions featuring the UM Woodsmen’s Team. The traditional convocation begins at
6 p.m . at the UM golf course, with songs, skits and unique contests that showcase such attributes as
hairy legs and beer bellies.
The transformation of Schreiber Gym into an 1860s logging town begins Tuesday evening and
continues until shortly before the ball begins on Friday. Some 20,000 pounds of lumber and 200
pounds of nails -- plus 300 slightly used Christmas trees to lend a forest atmosphere -- will go into
construction of a full-featured village boasting such diversions as a brothel, church, bank, jail, general
store, saloon and chow hall.
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On Wednesday, Feb. 5, students and others will crowd onto the Oval at 11:30 a.m. to
scramble for ball tickets dropped from a helicopter.
An honored ball tradition is the annual moosenapping of Bertha, the forestry school’s beloved
moosehead mascot. Assuming her abductors evade the efforts of the Foresters’ Armed Response
Team, Bertha will be returned at noon Friday, Feb. 7, immediately following a ribbon-cutting
ceremony outside the transformed Schreiber Gym. In keeping with the rustic theme, the ribbon will
be cut with a chainsaw wielded by guest of honor Ron Wakimoto, a UM forestry professor.
The ball will feature music by Haywire on Friday night and The Bitterroot Cattle Company on
Saturday. Revelers can partake of food and nonalcoholic dnnk for the price of a kiss. Slightly more
expensive are the hitching and unhitching services of the ball's church, where couples can get
’’married" for 50 cents and "divorced" for a dollar.
All this fun takes a lot of work, and Chief Push John Tillotson estimates 100 students will
contribute their effort and ingenuity to the enterprise. Students who contribute the requisite number
of hours to prepare for and clean up after the ball can receive scholarships and interest-free loans
funded by ticket sales. Last year’s ball raised nearly $4,000, and Tillotson hopes to meet or beat that
figure.
"The Foresters’ Ball provides an outstanding opportunity for our students to develop leadership
skills and teamwork skills," forestry Dean Perry Brown said. "And it’s an opportunity for them to
raise some funds they can use for scholarships."
Tickets, $20 per couple in advance or $22 at the door, go on sale in the University Center
mall Thursday, Jan. 30. For more information, call (406) 243-5690 or visit the Foresters’ Ball Web
page, http://www.forestry.umt.edu/ball.
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